Lelo Gnagey

December 7, 1904 - January 20, 2009

Lelo “Lee” J. Gnagey, 104 year-old former resident of Siloam Springs,
Arkansas, died January 20, 2009, at Washington Regional Hospital,
Fayetteville, Arkansas. Lee was born December 7, 1904 in Milledgeville,
lllinois to John and Alice Gnagey. He graduated from Mount Morris College in
lllinois in 1926, married Virginia Francis Thompson and began a 35 year
history in education in lllinois as a football, basketball and track coach, a
science and manual skills training teacher and eventually as principal and
superintendent. He served DePew, Chadwick, Lena, Mahomet and Pontiac
school districts during that time. He also obtained a Master’s Degree in
Educational Administration from the University of Wisconsin and became a
member of the National Education Association. After he retired from education
in lllinois, he and Virginia moved to Siloam Springs, Arkansas, where he was
Benton County Superintendent of Schools for 5 years. Following that from
1960 to 1982, he was director of the Benton County Sunshine School (a
school for special needs children). Lee also spent 4 years as the office
manager of Siloam Springs Medical Center. In 1967, several years after
Lee’s wife Virginia passed away, he married Dorothy (Guthrie) Mitchell. They
lived in Siloam Springs until Dorothy’s death December 31, 2003. Both Lee
and Dorothy were member of the First United Methodist Church there. After
Dorothy’s death, Lee moved to Valley Springs Assisted Living in Siloam
Springs and later moved to Culpepper Place Assisted Living in Springdale,
Arkansas. He was very active while living at both Valley Springs and



Culpepper Place taking part in all their activities. On his 100th birthday he was
quoted as saying he had seen many changes during his lifetime going from
the ox cart to the moon. He loved all sports and was an avid Razorback’s fan.
This past spring he was invited to throw out the first pitch at the dedication of
the Arvest Ball Park, home of Springdale’s baseball team the Naturals. The
crowd was highly entertained by his amusing antics. Quite a feat for someone
103 years old. Lee is survived by his sister Evelyn Oncken and her husband
Lyle of Aurora, lllinois; three sons, William Gnagey and wife Ruth of Normal,
lllinois; Larry Gnagey and wife Regina of Jonesboro, Arkansas; and Tom
Gnagey of Fayetteville, Arkansas; two stepdaughters, Jean Mitchell Treat and
husband Harold of Grand Lake, Oklahoma; Dorothy Mitchell Rogers of
Owasso, Oklahoma; sister-in-law and longtime friend Jimmie Guthrie of
Siloam Springs; foster daughter, Claire Biesemeier of Freeport, lllinois. He
also boasted 38 grandchildren, great grandchildren and great great
grandchildren; as well as a host of friends. Visitation will be 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.,
Thursday, January 22, 2009, at Wasson Funeral Home, Siloam Springs,
Arkansas. Funeral services will be 1:00 p.m., Friday, January 23, 2009, at
Wasson Memorial Chapel, Siloam Springs, Arkansas, with Dr. Randy Rowlan
officiating. Burial will follow at Oak Hill Cemetery, Siloam Springs. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions may be made the Siloam Springs United
Methodists Church, 325 E. Twin Springs, Siloam Springs, Arkansas 72761 or
to the Siloam Springs High School Scholarship Fund, 1500 W. Jefferson,
Siloam Springs, Arkansas 72761.



Tribute Wall

We lived next door to Mr. Gnagey when | was a little girl and |
remember how nice he and his wife were to us as kids. My thoughts
are with the family at this sad time.

Jan Russell - September 19, 2012 at 11:28 AM

We were sorry to hear of the death of Mr. Gnagey. He had a very
long and full life. We remember he and Dorothy and their close
friendship with Hal's grandmother, Robbie Lou. They were very
good to her, and visited with her often, especially when she could no
longer visit them. | enjoyed those visits with them, also.

May the Lord comfort you in this time of loss. Our thoughts are with
you.

Hal and Jan Millsap - September 19, 2012 at 11:28 AM

As a young person growing up in the Methodist Church years ago
here in Siloam Springs, | certainly remember the Gnageys. My
sincere condolences to the family. Mr. Gnagey always had a smile
and a kind word for those he met.

God blessed him with a great long life and | pray He will comfort you
in your time of loss.

Joyce Maples Bailey - September 19, 2012 at 11:28 AM



Mr. Lee Gnagey

Was A Great Man,Husband,Father, and A

Friend To All He worked with in His Life time, as well to Those
Whom crossed His path, No one could have a

better Friend

He will always be remember in everyones

heart, of whom he touched with loving

concern for kindness He gave to all He

worked with, guided Children & their Parents in the Schools, as well
in meeting people showing a Christian Aura around Him

I give You My deepest Sympathy To The
Lee Gnagy Family

May GOD be with You at this time,
however May GOD BLESS YOU and KEEP YOU ALWYS

Don McKinney - September 19, 2012 at 11:28 AM



