Frank Tosta

October 5, 1924 - November 12, 2011

Frank (Lefty) Eugene Tosta, 87, of Gentry, Arkansas, went to be with the Lord
on November 12, 2011, in Highfill, Arkansas. Born October 5, 1924, in
Patterson, California, he was the son of John and Mary Lewis Tosta.  Lefty
was known and loved by all and loved by all as one of the last of the great
cowboys. He loved his family; he loved his horses; and he loved life. He lived
his first 67 years in the Central California Valley. In 1991, he left those familiar
trails and moved, with his wife MariAnn, to his new home and ranch in
Arkansas. Immediately Lefty had a new posse of cowboy friends as he
continued to rope and rodeo in his new surroundings. Lefty loved having the
cowboys spend hours roping at his ranch. He was a tough, winning calf roper.
He was a member of the National Cowboy Hall of Fame, PRCA, California
Cowboy Assn, National Old Timers Rodeo Assn, and the Senior Pro Rodeo
Assn. He was a hired hand working with Charlton Heston in the 1958 movie,
The Big Country.  In addition to roping and rodeoing, Lefty was a successful
cattleman in California and in Arkansas. In California he had herds on pasture
and in the mountains. Often the cattle would get through the fence and he was
quick to smile and say “The feed is always cheaper and greener on the other
side of the fence”. He was a rugged cattleman and not easily foiled by
difficulty. While on a round up, a limb slammed back to smack Lefty in the face
and break a few teeth. He continued the round up until the last of the cattle
were loaded in the trailer. We also remember the day “Lefty” was loading
cattle and a cow head-butted him, pinning him, breaking two ribs, but he still



took the cattle to the sales barn.  In 1963 he joined the Operating Engineers
Local Union and Spent the next 25 years in the heavy construction industry.
While in California, many of his construction years were spent as a foreman
for George Reed.  Lefty spent his last years on his ranch surrounded by his
loving family and friends. His big heart, broad shoulders, beaming smile and
contagious laugh will be missed by all.  He is preceded in death by his
parents; brothers, John Tosta and Joe Tosta; and sisters Mary Corn and Rosie
Case.  Survivors include his wife, MariAnn; sister Eva Borges of California;
sons Danny Heitman and wife Belma of Louisiana; Fritz Tosta and wife
Debbie of California, Steve Tosta and wife Korinne of Arkansas; his
daughters, Susie Keckler and Mike of California, Julee Gilbert and husband
Mike of New York; 16 grandchildren; 38 great grandchildren; four great great
grandchildren; and numerous nephews and nieces. = Memorial services will
be 2:00 p.m., Friday, November 18, 2011, at Gentry Cemetery, Gentry,
Arkansas, with Pastor Karl Roten officiating.



Tribute Wall

I met Frank only twice about 10 years ago -- but had quality visits of
30 minutes or so. | was struck by his physical fithess and energy
and by his open, friendly personality. Having an interest in the Old
West, | was delighted to spend time with a "real” cowboy. He
generously gave me some western apparel catelogs which | very
much appreciated and used to purchase some attire. My
condolences to Mrs. Tosta and to the family. He must have been
quite a guy.

Fred Wanger

Fred Wanger - September 19, 2012 at 11:24 AM

Scott has many memories of him working cattle. He was one the
last

real cowboys. He's up in heaven with

all his best horses riding and roping...our thoughts and prayers are
with you.

Scott & Nancy Heinemann - September 19, 2012 at 11:24 AM

Sorry for your lose!l worked with lefty
for alot of years. He was a good foreman!
He will be missed by alot of people.He was will liked.

Gene Vanderpool - September 19, 2012 at 11:24 AM
It has been many years since | had seen Uncle Sweede (as | knew
him), but | do remember his laugh and raspy voice. He always

seemed to have a smile on his face.

Lorrie Schropp Snyder - September 19, 2012 at 11:24 AM



I AM SO SORRY TO HEAR ABOUT MY UNCLE SWEDE
PASSING. | JUST HAPPENED TO LOOK AT THE MODESTO BEE
OB. AND THERE WAS MY UNCLES PICTURE . SO SAD TO
HAVE FOUND OUT THAT WAY. HE WAS A GREAT FUN LOVING
UNCLE. | WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER THE GOOD TIMES WE
HAD WHEN | WAS A KID ON THE RANCH IN CROWS LANDING.
CA.

JANIE

Janie Schropp - September 19, 2012 at 11:24 AM
| saw in the paper Frank's passing and am sorry for your loss. If i
can be of any help in any shape or form let me know.

Jack & Ruth Elder - September 19, 2012 at 11:24 AM



