Cody Pickering

August 21, 1983 - March 9, 2009

Cody William Pickering, 25 year-old resident of Siloam Springs, Arkansas,
died March 9, 2009 at Washington Regional Medical Center. Born August 21,
1983 in Springdale, Arkansas, he was the son of Douglas Pickering and Judy
Blair Pickering. He graduated from Gentry High School in 2003. Cody married
Melissa Nichols on June 8, 2002 at Colcord, Oklahoma. He was a member of
the Church of Christ in Colcord, Oklahoma. Cody enjoyed riding his dirt bike,
four-wheelers and crotch rockets, and tinkering on hot rods and pickups.
Cody was preceded in death by his father. Survivors include his wife, Melissa;
one son, Zane Pickering of the home; one daughter, Kadee Pickering of the
home; his mother, Judy Pickering of Cameron, Missouri; two sisters, Kendra
Murphy of Texas, Michelle Loflin of California; and two special friends, Kenny
Skaggs of Springtown, Arkansas, Darrell Norvell of Tonnece, Oklahoma.
Funeral services will be 2:00 pm, Friday, March 13, 2009 at Wasson Funeral
Home, Siloam Springs, Arkansas with Mr. Larry Ellis officiating. Burial will
follow at Springtown Cemetery, Springtown, Arkansas. Visitation will be 6:00
to 8:00 p.m., Thursday, March 12, 2009 at Wasson Funeral Home, Siloam
Springs, Arkansas. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to a fund that
has been set up for his children at Decatur State Bank.



Tribute Wall

Everybody Who shared here-

I never knew Cody but from what I've heard from you guys he is a
great guy.

All the things you have said mean a lot to me. My name is Zane and
I am Cody's

son. | wish | could have knew him. | knew he loved me and my
sister Kadee.

Thank You
From,
Zane

Zane - December 06, 2018 at 11:17 AM



Cody ~

| always picked on you to make you stronger perhaps | got that from
dad because that was the way he was with us ~ we never really
was good enough ~ little did | know that you were so much more in
life then I realized. All the things that | found out after you passed
about what you did, how you fought so long and hard for Melissa's
affection in high school, all the lives you have apparently touched.
You were actually a wonderful person that | never knew. It hurts that
I didn't know you in this light and it really upsets me to know that we
were not closer. | lived in my world and you had yours. | know [ tried
like mad to make sure you guys had money by having you work for
me all the time and boy you were both the best employees one
could ask for... | loved the dedication that came from you. Melissa
was always organized and on top of everything as needed. | never
told you how much | appreciated it ~ | never got to tell you alot of
things and now | live my days knowing this and hurting for it. | never
thought it would end like this...I really thought we'd have a tomorrow
to get everything right again ~ just goes to show that we don't
always have tomorrow to make the rights for today. I love you Cody
and | hope that you soul knows that up there in heaven and
someday | hope to see you again. | will cherish your memory
forever...I have your picture on my desk and will always have you
on my mind and in my heart. Love you always ~ Kendra

Kendra Murphy - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



Although | never had the pleasure of really meeting and getting to
know Cody personally, | "knew" him through Melissa. | remember
one time a few years ago, Melissa and | had lunch together at La
Huerta Mexican Restaurant and she began telling me "their story". |
remember sitting with goosebumps on my body and tears in my
eyes, laughing occasionally and thinking "This is true love, | can see
it in her eyes." | could also see the love in the family through little
Zane. He was less than 6 months old and he sat in his seat the
whole time with a huge grin on his face looking around. | remember
when he would look at his momma, thinking that he had sheer
adoration and love in his eyes for her.. | think how a baby acts
reflects alot on their parents.. Zane showed it well at such a young
age.. Calm, loving, happy, and carefree.. Which | believe was a true
reflection of his daddy and his parents love for each other.

Melissa,
I know nothing can make things better, so all | can say is thank you

guys for inspiring me, and remember you got a friend in me!

Misty Verrette - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



To my dear Cody- A letter that | wrote to you 7 years ago, sums up
everything. | wanted to share it here:

Dear Cody,

This is for you~ the one | love...

| have never had such a closeness with anyone else. You mean
everything to me. My life would be empty without you. | need
someone who wants to share my good days and be there for me on
my bad days. You are my best friend and probably one of the
greatest people | will know in my life. | wish that everyone could see
you the way | see you. Every time | look at you, | am reminded that
you are my one true love and most times | wonder if anyone else
has been so lucky as to know a love like this. You know me so well.
Sometimes I think you know me better than | know myself. The way
your eyes look so tenderly at me, | feel like | am the most special
person and | feel so blessed to have found my best friend and the
love of my life all in YOU! All of the times we have shared, ever
since the beginning, | shall cherish as long as I live... You bring out
the best in me (and you've seen the worst), but that person you love
Sso much is thanks to you because with you is when I'm most
happiest of all : ) Your love forever changes me. | must say, | don't
think there is anyone in my life who has made such an impact on
me as you have. You have taught me the meaning of being a true
friend. You have expressed unconditional love. You have lifted my
spirits so many times when | have needed it. You have accepted
me- just the way | am. You have done more for me than words
could ever say. | am about to the point where it's hard to express
how much you mean to me because | could never do enough to let
you know the deepest depths of my love for you. | have never
wanted something as much as | want to share my life with you. My
heart aches when I'm not with you, and when | am with you, | know
what it is like to truly live.

XOXO

My heart is yours,

nEj



It is no doubt that we were destined to be together. | am at a
complete loss without you. | am not the same and | don't even know
who | am anymore. How I'm supposed to go on, | don't know, but |
told you that we would be ok and | know that somehow we will be. |
am trusting God to see us through. You will live on through me, for
Zane and Kadee will know their daddy in all ways possible. | am still
carrying your love for me and there is so much overflowing that |
can pass it on to them. How blessed were we in our lifetimes to
have this? As many keep telling me, most people never have a love
like this! | can't say thank you enough or | love you enough... | will
always love you and | just can't stop thinking about how you
grabbed my hand so tight on your way to ICU and looked into my
eyes and said, "Never let go!" | squeezed tightly back and told you,
"I'll never let go!" You were such a movies-guy that all | can think of
is Titanic. And as | come across more and more notes and cards,
we said that quite a bit. My heart has so much pain as | go each day
without you here...

Homesick- MercyMe

You're in a better place, I've heard a thousand times
And at least a thousand times I've rejoiced for you
But the reason why I'm broken, the reason why | cry
Is how long must | wait to be with you

| close my eyes and | see your face

If home's where my heart is then I'm out of place

Lord, won't you give me strength to make it through somehow
I've never been more homesick than now

Help me Lord cause | don't understand your ways

The reason why | wonder if I'll ever know

But, even if you showed me, the hurt would be the same
Cause I'm still here so far away from home

| close my eyes and | see your face
If home's where my heart is then I'm out of place



Lord, won't you give me strength to make it through somehow
I've never been more homesick than now

In Christ, there are no goodbyes

And in Christ, there is no end

So I'll hold onto Jesus with all that | have
To see you again

To see you again

And | close my eyes and | see your face
If home's where my heart is then I'm out of place
Lord, won't you give me strength to make it through s

Melissa "Fi" - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

Melissa, You've heard me tell Cody this before. Whenever the girls
got together to eat out, Cody always came when he was able. He fit
right in with the rest of us. If Zane was fussy, he would tend to him
himself, or if Zane was hungry he would help feed him. He never
complained or made a scene. That meant alot to me. | admired him
for being by your side even if it meant putting up with a bunch of
females.

I'm one of those that don't know what to say or do to make it better
for you, but know that you are in my thoughts and prayers.

Lesa Buffer - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM
Cody you will be greatly missed! Melissa may God be your comfort
and hope as you go through this If you need anything please let me

know! Love you!

Heather Sizemore - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



| remember like it was yesterday, going to your wedding. | was
young, but | could see the love that you and Cody shared. Looking
at your pictures as you've grown, always by his side...and smiling
with true happiness. A love like no other, one that everyone dreams
of. | want you to know that you are in our thoughts and prayers. If
you need anything, never hesitate to ask!

Rachel Oaks Julie Oaks - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

| am sorry to hear of your loss. Cody wil no longer fight for life for he
is in a beautiful place where there is no need. You and your children
are in my prayers.

Meredith Renfroe - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

Melissa, since you and Jason were born, the two of you have gave
my life such meaning, and | feel such a special love for both of you.
When you started dating Cody and he ask me if | would be his
Grandma, | had a third Grandchild and | felt the exact same love for
him as | felt for you and Jason. | have so many memories of Cody
and will cherish them forever. | have given up so many loved ones
in my life time, but this is my first Grandchild and | have never felt
this kind of pain and such a broken heart. | am so thankful Cody
was part of our family. You have brought him full circle, with
marriage and two beautiful children. You and Cody had a perfect
marriage with such love and happiness. | pray God will bless you
and the children and heal your broken hearts.

Love Grandma

Bessie Guinn - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



| check your blog everyday. Whenl found out you lost your husband
and best friend | began to cry. | cannot imagine how you may feel-
but only khow that through God all is possible! | think of you and
your family EVERY DAY! And every night say a little prayer for you
as well. May God be with you as you carry on with the memory of
your wonderful husband and with your two beautiful children.

God Bless,

Michelle

Michelle Bodfish - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



Sis, Zane & Kadee,

I'll never forget when Cody started coming to the house as a
teenager. He just made himself part of the family, before you all
even liked each other. He always ate supper with us & watched
movies at the house. Just whatever we did, he was there. When you
all started dating is when he started calling me "mom?". As a family,
there were good times & bad times. There have been many laughs,
some tears & many embraces. Just as all families go through. |
have 10 years of daily memories. | enjoyed the holidays. I'll never
forget the first Thanksgiving Cody shared with us. He asked, where
did you get the ham? | said, at the store. He said, did that come in a
can? | laughed and said, no, the meat dept. We always had a joke
about you Sis, whose "Fi" you were. We planned the wedding
together. Then, we had some very difficult things happen, when you
all were told that you might not could ever have children. After
several miscarriages, a very hard pregnancy, Zane, our first angel
was born early yet perfect. Then, after another very hard pregnancy,
here came another miracle, Kadee. God has blessed our family
over the years. Then on March 9th, God called an angel home,
Codly.

Cody, I will never listen to Roll With Me, without thinking of you. By
the way, | still say it's my song. We will keep you alive in all of our
hearts with our memories.

Love,

your other "mom"- what you always called me- | love you and miss
you, my other "son"

Kim Nichols - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



Cody, for someone who always wanted to ride you took us on the
ride of a lifetime. You left your mark on this world in ways that are
still unfolding. | hope we all take your story to heart, learn and grow
from it because that is the best way | can think of to honor your
memory. To my sister, | love you and rest assured Zane & Kadee
will know all about their father with each passing day. | will always
be here for you sis and | know you will be there for me, nothing has
changed. Here's to you man, | will take you up on another ride
someday!

Jason Nichols - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM
Just want to say ,he was a dear friend and will be greatly missed by
many.Just hope | can leave a mark on someones life like Cody left
on mine.Melisa call anytime me and my family will be here 24/7....

So Long Billy miss you bad!!!

Darrell Norvell - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

We are so sorry for your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you and your kids as you go through this difficult time.

Aaron and Terri Ellis - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



Melissa, Zane & Kadee,

Our sympathy and prayers are with you as you walk through this
difficult time. We pray that the Lord will be your refuge and will bring
tremendous comfort to you.

In His Love,

Shannon Roberts & Family
C.O.L.E.S Prayer Team Member

Shannon Roberts - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

Melissa...

One day, several years ago, before you and Cody were married, |
was in my back yard, when | noticed a young man walking towards
me. It was Cody. Unannounced, he had just stopped by, to visit.

We small-talked awhile, and then excitedly, he asked, "MariAnn, you
want to see a picture of my girlfriend?"

| told him | did. He pulled out his wallet, and showed me a picture of
you. | told him, "oh, she's pretty, Cody."

He said, "yeah, her name's Melissa. She's the prettiest girl in the
world, and I'm going to marry her."”

Anyway, Melissa..I've been thinking of that afternoon, and wanted to
share it with you, at this time.

Love, MariAnn

MariAnn - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



Cody, my son...it doesn't seem long, that you were a baby. And
then, a boy, and now a young man. | loved you so much, and so did
your Dad. We had fun times watching you grow up and watching
you ride bikes. You would take a dirt bike, that didn't run, and you'd
say, "Mom, watch me, I'll have it running in an hour." And you did.
You would drive up to the back door, reving the engine, to show me,
you had it running....with a great big grin, on your face.

I'd shake my head, wondering how you were so smart. You knew
just what to do. Your Dad shared in the enjoyment, watching you
also.

You, your Dad or |, was always going after parts or gear, so you
could ride.

You were My Gentle Giant of a Son. You could be so funny, making
us laugh. You grew up in Church, and continued to do so, as you
got older.

In my absents, I'm comforted, knowing you had so many good
friends.

No words can express the loss a Mother feels. But | know, you're in
God's hands, and also know, that He watches over Melissa, Zane
and Kadee.

Love Always....Mom

Judy Pickering - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

Our deepest sympathy is with you during this time.

Dr. Joel Carver, Dr. Ted Fish & Dr. Deepak Parashara - September 19, 2012 at
01:07 PM

Melissa and children are in our prayers.

Siloam Springs Memorial Hospital OB department - September 19, 2012 at 01:07
PM



Melissa,

| wanted you to know | was thinking of you. There are no words to
express how truely honored | have been to have my life and heart
touched by both Cody and you. You remain in my thoughts and
prayers. Melody

melody galusha - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

Melissa-

| tried to comment on your journal entries, but for some reason it
isn't letting me sign in. | wanted to tell you how very sorry | am for
everything that has happened. | found your blog through Kristy
Andrews site. ... | just found it too late. | came over to yours just to
"take a look" and ended up spending a couple of hours on there and
read your whole story. | ahd tears flowing down my face by the end.
I married my highschool sweetheart too and we have been together
for 14 years now. He has been batteling lymphoma for the last 2
years now... | feel | will be standing in your shoes sooner or later.
My heart goes out to you and your family. Although | am a stranger
to you, feel free to e-mail me if you need to talk.

In Christ
Carrie Parr

Carrie Parr - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



Cody, Melissa, and family, | often wonder at times like these just
what it would take to make all of the pain go away. There are not
enough words nor songs that could cause the grief to subside.
However | am reminded of a verse in the book of Isaiah that
declares we can have peace if we will keep our minds on
Christ......as a matter of fact in the New Testament he told us that he
was leaving His peace with us and that we would be comforted. It
may not feel like it now or next week or even in a year but rest
assured that God does not fail and his ways are always perfect. The
phrase "Time heals all wounds" is not necessarily true. It is our trust
and faith in God that heals all wounds. Many will say things that will
not register right now but down the road a ways, you will remember
little things said and done by Cody and others that make life smell
like a bed of roses. The day you came in here after Cody had
passed my heart was ripped from my chest. | felt the pain. | can't
explain it. It may be the love | have for people and then again it may
be the friendship | have with you and with Cody. I'm still waiting on
that motorcycle ride together. Maybe God will see fit to let us ride
down the streets of gold and by the river of life. Taking in all of the
breathtaking view that is in store for us. | know that Cody is on the
other side waiting on us and if he could, He would let us know how
beautiful Heaven really is. and how muc sweeter it will be when we
all make it home........ Melissa rest assured He is totally healed and
there is no tears in heaven. The Bible says so!!l----Curtis

Dr Curtis D. Randolph Ed D. - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

Melissa,

| was so sorry to hear about your loss.
You, and your family are in my prayers.
Coniie

Connie Lashley - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



Melissa,

My heart aches for your loss and it really hits home for me since as
you know, my 28-year young husband is also in the fight for his life.
| pray everyday for your continued strength, and that the good Lord
allows me the blessed opportunity for Justin to win his battle over
cancer so | may never feel the pain that you do. | don't know how
encouraging any of these words are, for | am truly speachless. Even
though | don't personally know you, | can honestly say that you are
indeed the strongest woman | know and it was God's plan all along
to bring you into my life! Remember Cody through those beautiful
babies and even though it will take time, | hope soon your tears will
dry. Lots of love and prayers sent your way!

Kristy Andrews - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

Praying for you as you go through this time in your life. Stay in touch
and you have my phone number if you should want to call | have
ears | can listen. Give the children hugs for me! We love you and |
will miss Cody and the way he would joke around and tease me.....
he was the only one that could get away with it. Such a fun, loving
guy. | am sure he will be missed. Keep your chin up those children
will need you more than ever.

Dennis & Judy Chamberlain - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM
Melissa, I'm so sorry to hear about Cody. He fought and he fought
hard. | know it is going to take time to ease your pain. Take comfort
in knowing where Cody is. My prayers will continue to be with your
family.

Skye

skye ingram - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



Melissa please remember that you will see him again and that God
has great work for him! Like Colby | believe that they are both in a
better place and while we miss them so much and at times its
completely unbarable they are not hurting anymore! Two great
people gave you and | something so special! Two wonderful kids
that their Daddys will live in forever! | look at Amy and Lindsey and
Im so thankful that | have them as my everyday reminder of what
we shared! Sweetie if you ever need anything please call me!! God
bless you Zane and Kadee! | pray for peace comfort and
understanding!

Ashley Curran - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

Kendra & Judy, | can not express how sad | feel for you both. | know
that with time all your wounds will heal. In this time | just want to say
you are both in my prayers and so are the little children who will
grow up only knowing how they had a great DAD!. You just need to
keep your head up and be there for the kids and keep his love alive
with the kids. If there is anything you need please let me know! You
Judy were a wonderful mother to cody and had more love then
anyone could ever imagine. Kendra as a big sister to Cody you
were the one to really see him do well. | know that he will be missed
very dearly and nothing could ever change that fact. Just remember
that Cody and his dad are with the one and only father we all can't
wait to meet.

Joleen Williams - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



U know that we are here for you through out this time no matter how
long this great saddness shall last. Cody will be greatly missed. We
are praying for you and the kids that God will eventually bring u
peace. Know that even though Cody is no longer here that he wont
be forgotten. He was a good friend, and we know that he was a
great dad to Zane and Kadee and a wonderful husband to you. Out
of all the years we have been friends it wasnt till Cody came into
your life that i saw a happiness in you i had never seen. Remember
it isnt goodbye...God will bring u all together again someday. We
love u.

Nancy Macias and Andrew Newton - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

Dear Melissa, Zane, and Kaydee, No words can express to you how
sorry | am about your loss of Cody. From the first time i was
priveledged enough to meet both of you | could see how bright and
fun and IN LOVE you were. You had such a strength beyond your
years to help him through the last 6 months. He will be deeply
missed and NEVER be forgotten. He left you with 2 beautiful
children that are true blessings. | am blessed in my lifetime to have
known Cody, and will continue to always be here for you as a friend
to you, Melissa. In Christ, Shannon Rumsey, RN

Shannon Rumsey - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



Dear Little Family of Cody's:

God bless you everyday, we believe that

Cody is watching over each of you.

Bless you Melissa as you make daily

decisions for you and your precious little ones. | remember your
wedding day to Cody, you were so pretty and Cody was so
handsome!

Thank you for all your pictures you have sent, sharing your family
memories, with us, even though because of distance, we never got
to share a lot of time with the four of you! Would love to have some
more of those pictures of the children, as time progresses, they will
change so fast!

We are so glad you have your church family, you and Cody's
friends, and

your family, close by, where you live.

Sincerely,

Uncle Mike - Aunt Cheryl Martin

Mike & Cheryl/ Matt & Jason Martin & Families - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

You'll never be forgotten. Thank you for being such a fun-loving guy
and making all of us laugh when we went out and ate with the gang
from the bank. I'll always remember when you worked on my car-I
think you replaced the fuel pump-and then threw a fit when | tried to
pay you. =)

Rest in peace,

Jules

Julie Yates - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



I am so sorry for your loss. | pray that God will wrap His arms of
love around each of you during this difficult time and hold you close
to Him. I'm glad that | had the opportunity to meet Melissa and Judy
in the past few days, and also some of the family last fall. | know
that God will let you remember so many good times with Cody and
that you will treasure the short life that he lived here on earth. Life in
Heaven will be greater and longer, and you can look forward to a
wonderful reunion.

Nadine Brannan - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

Melissa, | want you to know that | have been thinking about you and
your family and | am so sorry for your loss. | am still in awe of your
strength and compassion. GOD has special plans for Cody and |
take comfort in believing that. | feel greatful that | was able to
participate in caring for Cody. You will be in my thoughts.

Sincerely, Christina

Christina Melo, RN - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

YOUR NIECES AND NEPHEW,DANIEL WHEELER,FRESNO
CA.HEATHER LOFLIN,KATIE, AND HANNAH LOFLIN,
CARUTHERS CA.WANT TO OFFER THIER LOVE TO JUDY
PICKERING [GRANDMA JUDYJAND TO KENDRA MURPHY
[AUNTJAND I, MICHELLE LOFLIN,{CODYS SISTER} WISH TO
SAY ,CODY," GO WITH GODS LOVE AND PEACE" WE LOVE
YOU ALL

MICHELLE &RAY LOFLIN - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



Our deepest condolensces to the family

of Cody Pickering. | knew him as a younger man, always quiet and
gentle.

Sincerely, Warren Koop

Warren Koop and Elsie Koop are

brother and mother, respectively,

to MariAnn Tosta

Warren Koop - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

We will always have fond memories of Cody, showing up on his 4-
wheeler, motorcycle...or whatever else he could ride. He sat at my
table many times for a meal. He was always a joy.

We'll miss him, but take comfort, in knowing, that Cody is now with
his Dad, who he missed.

Lefty and MariAnn - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

Remembering all the fun, Cody and | had through the years.
| feel sad, that I lost my buddly.

Jamie Tosta - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

I am going to miss my buddy.i will be here for you anytime Melissa
do not hesitate to call or ask.i think he had it on his schedule to
come to the shop and ask questions at least once a week.i am
going to miss that.he was such a great guy and a friend to
everyone.he was such an outgoing person and made everything a
joke to make a smile out of someone.i will remember the good times
we had in school,riding dirtbikes and of course doing the stupid stuff
we used to do. my prayers are for you, his family and friends.

Blake Gregory - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



Melissa, Zane & Kadee---we are so sorry to her about Cody. He
was a great person & will be missed alot. May your memories &
God's love bring you comfort at this difficult time. Everyone is in our
prayers.

Larry & Lana Hurt - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM

Melissa,

I am so sorry to hear of your loss. | am praying for strength for you
and your family. | know this is not an easy thing for you especially
with having 2 young children. | know that God will take care of you
though. Cody will be watching over you guys from here on out! He is
in a much better place and with no pain now. If you need anything,
even someone to talk to, let me know!

Love ya girl!
Stephanie

Stephanie Whitmire - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



Cody was such a special person. Always happy and joking around.
Always willing to do whatever he could to help someone. He was
very good with not only his own children, but other children,
including my Ross. They were buddies...and | loved watching them
hang out and do "man” stuff.

Melissa, we have become such good friends over the last 6 1/2
years. | am praying for you constantly. God has His loving arms
wrapped around you, Zane and Kadee...He will not let you go. Lean
on Him in the days to come and keep your faith strong. We both
know that's the only way to get through a situation like this.

We love you all and are here for you anytime, day or night.

Kevin and Christen Vancuren & family - September 19, 2012 at 01:07 PM



